
By Noah Fowle

Despite having only moved to
the area three years ago, Leslie
Kaminoff is quite familiar with the
Upper West Side—and the rest of
the city’s hottest neighborhoods. 

As a veteran of the asset and res-
ident property management indus-
try in New York, he has made it a
point to familiarize himself with
both the people he serves and their
communities. A native of the
Bronx, Kaminoff started his compa-
ny AKAM Living Services more
than 23 years ago with the goal of
giving the real estate business a
more personal touch. Now, at 51,
and with his business booming in
all five boroughs and spreading
across the country, Kaminoff could
not be more pleased. 

Kaminoff said he was first intro-
duced to the real estate business
while working at Mount Sinai
Hospital. 

“I enjoyed the fact that I saw results and could make
changes in the quality of peoples’ lives,” he said. “This
type of job I have the ability to change my customers’
lifestyle and day to day living. That’s pretty cool.” 

When Kaminoff decided to go into business for him-
self, he wanted to correct the lack of professionalism
that he thought was so rampant in the real estate indus-
try. At age 26 he started with a single property that had
only 12 units in Washington Heights. Since then,
Kaminoff has built his business piece by piece and cus-
tomer by customer, priding himself on never purchasing
another business. 

“Honesty and integrity is what AKAM was founded on,
and it is still what’s most important to me even today,” he
said. “I was never interested in buying up a grocery store.

But if I can improve someone’s
lifestyle by offering them a service
where AKAM delivers their gro-
ceries, then I’m all for it.” 

Since starting AKAM and expand-
ing to Florida, Kaminoff has become
one of the most respected names in
real estate management. He taught as
an adjunct professor at NYU’s Real
Estate Institute, wrote a pair of
books that help navigate the real
estate business, and contributes
much of his time to a variety of indus-
try organizations, including a term as
governor for the New York Chapter
of Registered Apartment Managers.
Most recently he received the
“Dedicated to the Industry Award”
from the New York Association of
Realty Managers for his innovation in
the local real estate arena.

Despite all of his professional
successes, Kaminoff remains most
proud of the accomplishments with-

in his family. Married and the father of three children, he
glowed when he reported that his oldest daughter, Alexis,
had just graduated from college. 

“I’m proud to say that she has already agreed to join
AKAM as an assistant property manager,” he said. 

And despite splitting time between the Upper West Side
and his family’s home in
Florida, Kaminoff easily
chose sides between
his dual residences. 

“I just love New
York City and the
Upper West Side,” he
said. “It really is the
coolest neighbor-
hood to live in.”   C

One Customer at a Time
Honesty and integrity are Kaminoff’s founding principles

Leslie Kaminoff strives to bring a person-
al and professional touch to real estate
transactions.
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A MANHATTANMEMOIRMy IdiotEncounterA subway jumperBy Edward-Isaac DovereI have lived in New York long

enough not to look up when

someone standing on a subway

platform curses to himself. But I

haven’t lived here long enough

to keep my head down when a

person follows that up by jump-

ing into the train tracks. 
Not so for about 30 fellow

New Yorkers, who paid no atten-

tion on a recent Thursday morn-

ing as a man leapt between the

rails at the 81st Street B/C sta-

tion, failed to stick the landing

and flopped around in the muck

between the rails, and finally

struggled to lift himself out when

he thought a train was coming. 
C O N T I N U E D O N P A G E 5 4

IT’S TIME TO SALUTE

WEST SIDE S T A R SWe’re ready to celebrate the greatest thing

about the West Side: West Siders.
Each year, the West Side Spirit, the largest com-

munity newspaper on the West Side of Manhattan,

pauses to salute dozens of New Yorkers whose

accomplishments deserve to be highlighted. 

We call our civic awards the Westys, for West

Side Spirit Thanks You.
Each year, those honored with Westy awards

are dazzlingly distinguished, and 2006 is no

exception. This year’s West Sider of the Year,
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By Edward-Isaac DovereShakespeare in the Park may

be free, but it is big business. 
The first-come, first-serve

line outside Central Park’s

Delacorte Theater makes for

hundreds of people waiting

hours every day, hoping to be

among the lucky who get tickets

for one of the 22 performances

of Macbeth or 23 of “Mother

Courage.” 
Hundreds of people arrive

early in the morning or the

The Play’sKa-ChingTheater spursbiz activity
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